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1. We have studied Cambodian request ref tel (a) and concur 
with General Abrams’ conclusions in reftels (b) and '(d). 

2. Phnom Penh should convey to Lon No 1 as soon as possible 

‘ , ‘ * ■ i 

our response to request for support of -FANK units in Bung ' 
Lung-Ba Kev-Lomphat Triangle along following lines: 

• A. It is our judgment that very substantial level of 
support in terms of troops, air and logistics would be re- 


quired over period several months to maintain security" J 

ORAFTEO 3 V: v 1 ■ — /! s ' 

P\f • TDTD * , • •?> ► drafting date tel. ext. approved by: 

— — • ^ P-Picke r ir^g/ b j k 6/2/70 - 21599 T - it A- ' t L 

CLEARANCES: ^ — J ~jLt. jj .< / ■ & - L‘ ^ j S J ohUSOH 


s 

V * . 


JGS - Col Col emah' 
EA - Amb Green' . 
DOD - Mr, Doolin • y 


White House - "Mr . F o M £ " i d c e 

S/S - W.r. ferc,/n^j79 






FORM 
4 • 6f. 


DS-322 


■TOP S £C RE 7. 

• DECLASSIFIED 

. Amhcrity /ffiS'A 

1 A),*T fa 





!* 


INDICATE: 

PI COLLECT 
O CHARGE TO 


7. vft',.' V 1 -*.i ;<t» r tffs V 
% ^ 

**WS O' * 




: TOP SECRET 


Classification 

Department of St cite 

r'PT 1 '! n HT 

lj f :3! 

Ih^A^da^.llUtS . 


DISTRIBUTION 


ACTION: AmEmbassy PHNOM PENH' IMMEDIATE 


PAGE 2 


B. For the following reasons we believe provision of 
* 

this support by U.S. or ARVN forces is not feasible: 

(1) We believe defensive operations not feasible 

given present assets, especially with loss of airfield, and 

. * * 
enemy is capable of seizing the Triangle at time of his own 

choosing. 

. (2). Southwest monsoon will severely hamper ground 

i ♦ ♦ 

■ * 

movement and air activity in this area from June through 

Oc.tober. In the period prior to monsoon, we have authorize 

« 

temporary provision of air support in Triangle. 

(3) RVNAF would be overextended in any attempt to t 
on task of air support before or following 30 June 1970 and 
it Is a joint conviction of U.S. and SVN that RVNAF should 
; devote their primary efforts to security of SVN, 
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C. For these reasons, we believe that P22MHMX2JSPSS 

is best course 

XJR&Uv&XKS evacuation of Triangle/ but this is clearly a de- 
cision to be made by Lon Nol about disposition his own trooj 


i 


and in our view is entirely up to him. 

. . 1 « 

♦ 

D. Should Lon Nol choose to evacuate troops, we see tw< 

alternatives, i.e., using limited Cambodian assets or seekii 

GVN , ' . • ' 

ZiiE' assistance. Should he seek assistance, we would be pre- 

support his request'. 

pared to/-£-s& for RVNAF help in moving troops over route 19 

- ■ "V 

into SVN, or if required by air to SVN. 

to support request f( 

E. Once in SVN, we would also be prepared/ RVN. 

aid in redeployment of these ENfr FANK troops to Cambodia 

would' encourage RVANF to 

While in SVN we./iiUS<£JaXundertake some retraining and re- 

(-• . . ■ ... 

equipping these forces prior to redeployment to Cambodia. 
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3c FYIo In view of what has come through to us here 

■ • * 

as possible morale problem with Lon Nol, we leave it up 
to you to present this reaction making clear to him its 

• ** • « r *■ ‘ , * 

" positive aspects, Le., continuing air support for near 

, n 

future and willingness to use RVNAF to assist in evacuation 
and retraining. END FYI 
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